ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

that says " to-day'* in the first sentence, then to find it again
in the second.

Children who are ready for this work will quickly seize
upon the idea and will spend time in looking for words that
are the same in other sentences. We must be very careful,
however, not to push this type of exercise beyond the
capacity and interest of the children, for if we try to force
the pace, we may set up a distaste for reading which will
hinder progress in the next stage.

(6) Towards the end of the year the children can keep
individual daily records. They will first draw an appro-
priate picture to represent the weather, e.g. a snowy day,
and then copy the printed strip "To-day it is snowing"
with a thick black lead pencil. For the development of
number ideas, the teacher can provide each child with a
blank calendar for the month. The children will print the
name of the month at the top and fill in the date each day.
All kinds of little calculations can be given, e.g. How many
more days to Sunday? How many days of the month have
gone? How many days in two weeks? etc.

The Nature Table

Most teachers keep a Nature table, with collections
of flowers, twigs, nuts, bulbs, seeds, etc,, in season. For
these, too, labels and sentences can be prepared, e.g.
"Pink lupin," "Yellow sunflowers," "Here are daisies
with yellow eyes," "John brought these marigolds
to-day."

In their Nature diaries the children can make draw-
ings of new objects as they appear on the table, and
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